Is God's Love Unconditional? 



And hereby we do know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. 
He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. 
1 John 2:3-4 (KJV)© 

False doctrines are built upon the weak 
foundations of men instead of Christ. One very 
deceptive and seemingly innocent pillar of the 
"Once Saved, Always Saved" doctrine is the 
teaching that God's love is unconditional I will try 
my best to carefully separate the joint from 
marrow. 




For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
John 3:16 (KJV) C 

This is probably by far the most widely known verse of scripture, yet as of late I find myself going back to it 
again and again to illustrate doctrine. Simple and direct, yet all the ramifications of it are still largely 
misunderstood. Some of us have not fully digested all its spiritual truth. 

So is God's love unconditional? No, it isn't; and I'll explain why. Please understand the distinction here, because 
many start ofi" with God on the false assumption that He loves the sinner unconditionally when in fact the situation 
is quite different. Yes, God loves the sinner, but the love God has for the sinner is not unconditional but 
unmerited. The correct word is grace, God's unmerited favor towards us. 

And he is the propitiation for our sins : and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 

1 John 2:2 (KJV) J 

God the Father sent Christ to the cross in order to pay the penalty in advance for the whole world. He did this so 
that anyone who desired to could take Him up on His conditional ofier by meeting certain specific conditions. 
We can think of John 3:16 as the ofier He makes us summed up in one sentence, with the entirely ofthe 
Bible consisting of the small print of this freely offered contract. To fulfill our part in this contract we must both 
believe and obey, which can also be called faith and works. 



The Big 'If 



Although it is all over the Bible the "Once Saved, Always Saved" crowd doesn't seem to understand what the 
word 'if means. Every single promise of the Bible is conditional on obedience. In John 3:16 O we are told that 



to whosoever will believe in Him He will grant everlasting life. Here are a few more examples of God's unmerited 
but conditional love. 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
Romans 10:9 (KJV) © 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV) © 

Anyone doing an honest study of the Words of God will quickly realize that every promise God makes to us is 
conditional And once we understand that our salvation is conditional we are able to understand why scripture 
admonishes us to "work out our salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12 KJV U). 

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord. 
Matthew 25:21 (KJV) I 

If we want to hear Him say the above words to us we simply must do our part to the very best of our ability. Just 
as there is reward for the faithful servant there is punishment for the unfaithful. Learn the parable of the unfaithful 
servant in Matthew 25, the servant who did not fulfill his part of the conditional offer because he will be cast into 
the outer darkness of HelL 



